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Discussion Guide 

 

1.  “Christians hold two positions—resident aliens on earth and citizens of  

 heaven.” 

 

 How do you hold these two positions in tension? 

 

 What biblical examples give understanding of this concept? 

 

2.  “Our lives on earth are to honor Christ.” 

 

 If one of our “positions” is being a Christian, how does our behavior in that role 

reflect on Him? 

 

 What New Testament teachings give understanding of this concept? 

 

3.  Christians should pray and respect those in positions of authority. 

 

 What evidence do you see in the world today that Christians do or do not do this? 

 

 What does the Bible say about a Christian’s responsibility regarding government 
and those in authority over us? 

 

4.  Faithful service in the world includes service in the church. 

 

 What positions do you hold in the church? Does your faithfulness in those roles 

reflect faithfulness of Christ? 

 

 In what general ways do we serve the church—not through any particular roles? 

How does your participation reflect your faithfulness to God? 

 

5.  A Christian’s faithfulness regarding earthly positions can testify to the                        

 Christian hope regarding a heavenly inheritance. 

 

 How does faithfulness regarding positions show confidence in God’s                           

faithfulness? 
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Scriptures from Chapter 8 

Philippians 3:20 NIV                                                                                                       

But our citizenship is in heaven. And we eagerly await a Savior from there, the Lord 

Jesus Christ. 

1 Peter 2:11–12 NIV                                                                                                   

Dear friends, I urge you, as foreigners and exiles, to abstain from sinful desires, which 

wage war against your soul. Live such good lives among the pagans that, though they 

accuse you of doing wrong, they may see your good deeds and glorify God on the day 

he visits us. 

Hebrews 11:10 ESV                                                                                                              

For [Abraham] was looking forward to the city that has foundations, whose designer 

and builder is God. 

Hebrews 11:32–38, 40 ESV                                                                                            

And what more shall I say? For time would fail me to tell of Gideon, Barak, Samson, 

Jephthah, of David and Samuel and the prophets—who through faith conquered 

kingdoms, enforced justice, obtained promises, stopped the mouths of lions, 

quenched the power of fire, escaped the edge of the sword, were made strong out of 

weakness, became mighty in war, put foreign armies to flight. Women received back 

their dead by resurrection. Some were tortured, refusing to accept release, so that they 

might rise again to a better life. Others suffered mocking and flogging, and even 

chains and imprisonment. They were stoned, they were sawn in two,[a] they were 

killed with the sword. They went about in skins of sheep and goats, destitute,              

afflicted, mistreated—of whom the world was not worthy—wandering about in            

deserts and mountains, and in dens and caves of the earth. . . . since God had                                

provided something better for us, that apart from us they should not be made perfect. 

Colossians 3:17 ESV                                                                                                        

And whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, 

giving thanks to God the Father through him. 

John 13:35 NIV                                                                                                                 

By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another. 

Jeremiah 29:4–7 NIV                                                                                                   

This is what the Lord Almighty, the God of Israel, says to all those I carried into exile 

from Jerusalem to Babylon: “Build houses and settle down; plant gardens and eat 

what they produce. Marry and have sons and daughters; find wives for your sons and 

give your daughters in marriage, so that they too may have sons and daughters.            

Increase in number there; do not decrease. Also, seek the peace and prosperity of the 

city to which I have carried you into exile. Pray to the Lord for it, because if it                

prospers, you too will prosper.” 
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Scriptures from Chapter 8 continued  

 

Romans 13:1–8 NIV                                                                                                              

Let everyone be subject to the governing authorities, for there is no authority except 

that which God has established. The authorities that exist have been established by 

God. Consequently, whoever rebels against the authority is rebelling against what 

God has instituted, and those who do so will bring judgment on themselves. For            

rulers hold no terror for those who do right, but for those who do wrong. Do you 

want to be free from fear of the one in authority? Then do what is right and you will 

be commended. For the one in authority is God’s servant for your good. But if you 

do wrong, be afraid, for rulers do not bear the sword for no reason. They are God’s 

servants, agents of wrath to bring punishment on the wrongdoer. Therefore, it is           

necessary to submit to the authorities, not only because of possible punishment but 

also as a matter of conscience. 

This is also why you pay taxes, for the authorities are God’s servants, who give their 

full time to governing. Give to everyone what you owe them: If you owe taxes, pay 

taxes; if revenue, then revenue; if respect, then respect; if honor, then honor. 

Let no debt remain outstanding, except the continuing debt to love one another, for 

whoever loves others has fulfilled the law. 

Matthew 22:15–22 NIV                                                                                                     

Then the Pharisees went out and laid plans to trap him in his words. They sent their 

disciples to him along with the Herodians. “Teacher,” they said, “we know that you 

are a man of integrity and that you teach the way of God in accordance with the truth. 

You aren’t swayed by others, because you pay no attention to who they are. Tell us 

then, what is your opinion? Is it right to pay the imperial tax[a] to Caesar or not?” 

But Jesus, knowing their evil intent, said, “You hypocrites, why are you trying to trap 

me? Show me the coin used for paying the tax.” They brought him a denarius, and he 

asked them, “Whose image is this? And whose inscription?”                                           

“Caesar’s,” they replied.                                                                                                   

Then he said to them, “So give back to Caesar what is Caesar’s, and to God what is 
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Scriptures from Chapter 8 continued  

Mark 12:13–17                                                                                                                  

Later they sent some of the Pharisees and Herodians to Jesus to catch him in his 

words. They came to him and said, “Teacher, we know that you are a man of                    

integrity. You aren’t swayed by others, because you pay no attention to who they are; 

but you teach the way of God in accordance with the truth. Is it right to pay the               

imperial tax[a] to Caesar or not? Should we pay or shouldn’t we?” But Jesus knew 

their hypocrisy. “Why are you trying to trap me?” he asked. “Bring me a denarius and 

let me look at it.” They brought the coin, and he asked them, “Whose image is this? 

And whose inscription?”                                                                                                                    

“Caesar’s,” they replied.                                                                                                       

Then Jesus said to them, “Give back to Caesar what is Caesar’s and to God what is 

God’s.” And they were amazed at him. 

Ephesians 6:5–7 NIV                                                                                                       

Slaves, obey your earthly masters with respect and fear, and with sincerity of heart, 

just as you would obey Christ. Obey them not only to win their favor when their eye 

is on you, but as slaves of Christ, doing the will of God from your heart. Serve    

wholeheartedly, as if you were serving the Lord, not people, 

Matthew 5:44 NIV                                                                                                               

But I tell you, love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you. 

Matthew 10:36 NIV                                                                                                                

A man’s enemies will be the members of his own household. 

1 Peter 1:3–4 ESV                                                                                                                

According to his great mercy, he has caused us to be born again to a living hope 

through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, to an inheritance that is                   

imperishable, undefiled, and unfading, kept in heaven for you. 

Hebrews 10:23 ESV                                                                                                            

Let us hold fast the confession of our hope without wavering, for he who promised is 

faithful. 

Acts 17:28 NIV                                                                                                                    

“For in him we live and move and have our being.” As some of your own poets have 

said, “We are his offspring.” 
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