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Discussion Guide 

 

1.  “The Lord built generosity to the poor into the social system of the                         

 Israelites.” 

 

 What does the Old Testament say about helping the poor and about lending and 

borrowing? 

 

 What general law was the basis for these specific laws? 

 

2.  “God has always cared about how we use our resources.” 

 

 How is faithfulness with one’s wealth tied to loving God? 

 

3.  God is the “ultimate owner” of everything. 

 

  How does the thought of God’s owning your possessions, rather than you,                
impact your thinking about what you “own”? 

 

4.  “Substance is more than money.” 

 

 What does “substance” include? 

 

 Why are we to be “trustworthy” with our possessions? 

 

5.  “Prosperous times can prove dangerous.” 

 

 What are the dangers of having all one’s material needs met? 

 

6.  “The most important aspect of life with God is . . . commitment to God.” 

 

 How do Christians privately and publicly give evidence of that commitment? 

 

 What impact does obedience to God have on the believer’s life today? 



covers chapter 7 of More Than Money.                                                                     

Be faithful with your substance  

Leader guide compiled by Judi Hayes 
Scriptures from Chapter 7 

Exodus 22:21–27 ESV                                                                                                        

You shall not wrong a sojourner or oppress him, for you were sojourners in the land 

of Egypt. You shall not mistreat any widow or fatherless child. If you do mistreat 

them, and they cry out to me, I will surely hear their cry, and my wrath will burn, and 

I will kill you with the sword, and your wives shall become widows and your children 

fatherless. 

If you lend money to any of my people with you who is poor, you shall not be like a 

moneylender to him, and you shall not exact interest from him. If ever you take your 

neighbor’s cloak in pledge, you shall return it to him before the sun goes down, for 

that is his only covering, and it is his cloak for his body; in what else shall he sleep? 

And if he cries to me, I will hear, for I am compassionate. 

Deuteronomy 15:1–18 NIV                                                                                                   

At the end of every seven years you must cancel debts. This is how it is to be done: 

Every creditor shall cancel any loan they have made to a fellow Israelite. They shall 

not require payment from anyone among their own people, because the Lord’s time 

for canceling debts has been proclaimed. You may require payment from a foreigner, 

but you must cancel any debt your fellow Israelite owes you. However, there need be 

no poor people among you, for in the land the Lord your God is giving you to               

possess as your inheritance, he will richly bless you, if only you fully obey the Lord 

your God and are careful to follow all these commands I am giving you today. For 

the Lord your God will bless you as he has promised, and you will lend to many             

nations but will borrow from none. You will rule over many nations but none will 

rule over you. 

If anyone is poor among your fellow Israelites in any of the towns of the land the 

Lord your God is giving you, do not be hardhearted or tightfisted toward them.           

Rather, be openhanded and freely lend them whatever they need. Be careful not to 

harbor this wicked thought: “The seventh year, the year for canceling debts, is near,” 

so that you do not show ill will toward the needy among your fellow Israelites and 

give them nothing. They may then appeal to the Lord against you, and you will be 

found guilty of sin. Give generously to them and do so without a grudging heart; then 

because of this the Lord your God will bless you in all your work and in everything 

you put your hand to. There will always be poor people in the land. Therefore I com-

mand you to be openhanded toward your fellow Israelites who are poor and needy in 

your land. 

If any of your people—Hebrew men or women—sell themselves to you and serve 

you six years, in the seventh year you must let them go free. And when you release 

them, do not send them away empty-handed. Supply them liberally from your flock, 

your threshing floor and your winepress. Give to them as the Lord your God has 

blessed you. Remember that you were slaves in Egypt and the Lord your God re-

deemed you. That is why I give you this command today. 
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Scriptures from Chapter 7 continued  

Deuteronomy 15:1–18 NIV (continued)                                                                                                

But if your servant says to you, “I do not want to leave you,” because he loves you 

and your family and is well off with you, then take an awl and push it through his ear-

lobe into the door, and he will become your servant for life. Do the same for your 

female servant. Do not consider it a hardship to set your servant free, because their 

service to you these six years has been worth twice as much as that of a hired hand. 

And the Lord your God will bless you in everything you do. 

Leviticus 19:18 NIV                                                                                                                

Do not seek revenge or bear a grudge against anyone among your people, but love 

your neighbor as yourself. I am the Lord. 

Leviticus 25:23 ESV                                                                                                     

The land shall not be sold in perpetuity, for the land is mine. For you are strangers 

and sojourners with me. 

Psalm 24:1 ESV                                                                                                                

The earth is the Lord’s and the fullness thereof, the world and those who dwell  

therein. 

Deuteronomy 8:1–20 NIV                                                                                                   

Be careful to follow every command I am giving you today, so that you may live and 

increase and may enter and possess the land the Lord promised on oath to your an-

cestors. Remember how the Lord your God led you all the way in the wilderness 

these forty years, to humble and test you in order to know what was in your heart, 

whether or not you would keep his commands. He humbled you, causing you to hun-

ger and then feeding you with manna, which neither you nor your ancestors had 

known, to teach you that man does not live on bread alone but on every word that 

comes from the mouth of the Lord. Your clothes did not wear out and your feet did 

not swell during these forty years. Know then in your heart that as a man disciplines 

his son, so the Lord your God disciplines you. 

Observe the commands of the Lord your God, walking in obedience to him and re-

vering him. For the Lord your God is bringing you into a good land—a land with 

brooks, streams, and deep springs gushing out into the valleys and hills; a land with 

wheat and barley, vines and fig trees, pomegranates, olive oil and honey; a land where 

bread will not be scarce and you will lack nothing; a land where the rocks are iron and 

you can dig copper out of the hills. 
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Deuteronomy 8:1–20 NIV (continued)                                                                                                  

When you have eaten and are satisfied, praise the Lord your God for the good land 

he has given you. Be careful that you do not forget the Lord your God, failing to           

observe his commands, his laws and his decrees that I am giving you this 

day. Otherwise, when you eat and are satisfied, when you build fine houses and settle 

down, and when your herds and flocks grow large and your silver and gold increase 

and all you have is multiplied, then your heart will become proud and you will forget 

the Lord your God, who brought you out of Egypt, out of the land of slavery. He led 

you through the vast and dreadful wilderness, that thirsty and waterless land, with its 

venomous snakes and scorpions. He brought you water out of hard rock. He gave 

you manna to eat in the wilderness, something your ancestors had never known, to 

humble and test you so that in the end it might go well with you. You may say to 

yourself, “My power and the strength of my hands have produced this wealth for 

me.” But remember the Lord your God, for it is he who gives you the ability to pro-

duce wealth, and so confirms his covenant, which he swore to your ancestors, as it is 

today. 

If you ever forget the Lord your God and follow other gods and worship and bow 

down to them, I testify against you today that you will surely be destroyed. Like the 

nations the Lord destroyed before you, so you will be destroyed for not obeying the 

Lord your God. 

Deuteronomy 7:4–5 ESV                                                                                                   

Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is one. You shall love the Lord your 

God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your might. 

Genesis 12:1–3 NIV                                                                                                                

The Lord had said to Abram, “Go from your country, your people and your father’s 

household to the land I will show you. I will make you into a great nation, and I will 

bless you; I will make your name great, and you will be a blessing. I will bless those 

who bless you, and whoever curses you I will curse; and all peoples on earth will be 

blessed through you.” 

Genesis 15:1–6 NIV                                                                                                           

After this, the word of the Lord came to Abram in a vision: “Do not be afraid, 

Abram. I am your shield, your very great reward.” 

But Abram said, “Sovereign Lord, what can you give me since I remain childless and 

the one who will inherit[c] my estate is Eliezer of Damascus?” And Abram said, “You 

have given me no children; so a servant in my household will be my heir.” 

Then the word of the Lord came to him: “This man will not be your heir, but a son 

who is your own flesh and blood will be your heir.” He took him outside and said, 

“Look up at the sky and count the stars—if indeed you can count them.” Then he 

said to him, “So shall your offspring be.” 

Abram believed the Lord, and he credited it to him as righteousness. 
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Genesis 17:1–8 NIV                                                                                                        

When Abram was ninety-nine years old, the Lord appeared to him and said, “I am 

God Almighty; walk before me faithfully and be blameless. Then I will make my            

covenant between me and you and will greatly increase your numbers.” 

Abram fell facedown, and God said to him, “As for me, this is my covenant with you: 

You will be the father of many nations. No longer will you be called Abram; your 

name will be Abraham, for I have made you a father of many nations. I will make you 

very fruitful; I will make nations of you, and kings will come from you. I will establish 

my covenant as an everlasting covenant between me and you and your descendants 

after you for the generations to come, to be your God and the God of your descend-

ants after you. The whole land of Canaan, where you now reside as a foreigner, I will 

give as an everlasting possession to you and your descendants after you; and I will be 

their God.” 

Matthew 6:19–21 ESV                                                                                                         

Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy and 

where thieves break in and steal, but lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where 

neither moth nor rust destroys and where thieves do not break in and steal. For where 

your treasure is, your heart will be also. 

1 Timothy 6:10 NIV                                                                                                           

For the love of money is a root of all kinds of evil. Some people, eager for money, 

have wandered from the faith and pierced themselves with many griefs. 
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