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Be faithful with your relationships 

Leader guide compiled by Judi Hayes Discussion Guide 

 

1.  “God is relational.”  

 

 With whom does God relate? 

 

 What Old and New Testament commands affirm God’s plan for relationships?  

 

 

2.  “Loving God and others brings life, and unity is at the center of that life.” 

 

 What is God’s goal for relationships?  

 

 In spite of this, what is evident in human relationships in the world today? 

 

 

3.  “God is the cornerstone of all our relationships.” 

 

 Where is this particularly important? 

 

 What passages in the Bible affirm the need for families to form loving, godly            

relationships? 

 

 

4.  “We are to treat people mercifully.” 

 

 What does the parable of the good Samaritan teach about this? 

 

 What are the implications for all relationships? 

 

 

5.  “We are all broken people.” 

 

  Who hurts people in relationships? Who gets hurt in relationships? 

 

 What is a Christian response to damaged relationships? 
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Scriptures from Chapter 6 

Deuteronomy 6:5–7 NRSV                                                                                               
You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with 

all your might. Keep these words that I am commanding you today in your heart.  
Recite them to your children and talk about them when you are at home and when 

you are away, when you lie down and when you rise. 

Leviticus 19:18 NIV                                                                                                            

Do not seek revenge or bear a grudge against anyone among your people, but love 
your neighbor as yourself. I am the Lord. 

Luke 10:25–29, 31–32 NIV                                                                                                 
On one occasion an expert in the law stood up to test Jesus. “Teacher,” he asked, 

“what must I do to inherit eternal life?” 

“What is written in the Law?” he replied. “How do you read it?” 

He answered, “‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and 

with all your strength and with all your mind’; and, ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’” 

“You have answered correctly,” Jesus replied. “Do this and you will live.” 

But he wanted to justify himself, so he asked Jesus, “And who is my neighbor?” . . . 

A priest happened to be going down the same road, and when he saw the man, he 

passed by on the other side. So too, a Levite, when he came to the place and saw him, 
passed by on the other side. 

John 17:11 NRSV                                                                                                                    
That they may be one, as we are one. 

Genesis 1:26 NIV                                                                                                            
Then God said, “Let us make mankind in our image, in our likeness, so that they may 

rule over the fish in the sea and the birds in the sky, over the livestock and all the wild 
animals, and over all the creatures that move along the ground.” 

Matthew 7:12 NRSV                                                                                                        

In everything do to others as you would have them do to you; for this is the law and 
the prophets. 

Genesis 4:9 NIV                                                                                                                 
Then the Lord said to Cain, “Where is your brother Abel?” 

“I don’t know,” he replied. “Am I my brother’s keeper?” 

Galatians 6:2 NIV                                                                                                            
Carry each other’s burdens, and in this way you will fulfill the law of Christ.  

Matthew 7:1–5 NIV                                                                                                               
“Do not judge, or you too will be judged. For in the same way you judge others, you 

will be judged, and with the measure you use, it will be measured to you. 

“Why do you look at the speck of sawdust in your brother’s eye and pay no attention 
to the plank in your own eye? How can you say to your brother, ‘Let me take the 

speck out of your eye,’ when all the time there is a plank in your own eye? You                    
hypocrite, first take the plank out of your own eye, and then you will see clearly to 
remove the speck from your brother’s eye. 
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