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Discussion Guide 

 

1.  What should be the Christian’s attitude about power? 

 

• What does Nouwen’s quote say about spiritual leadership? 

 

 Is being “completely irrelevant” practical? How would that work? 

 

 

2.  “We cannot do anything in our own power.” 

 

• Why does Jesus grant us power? 

 

 What often happens when we try to work out of our own strength? 

 

 

3.  To be faithful Christian stewards, we must “remain” in Christ. 

 

• What is a modern analogy that gives the point of the vine and the branches? 

 

 What is the “fruit” of a faithful steward? 

 

 

4.  “God alone is faithful.” 

 

• How does Jesus set the standard for faithfulness? 

 

• How can we live our lives to exalt God? 
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Scriptures from Chapter 10 

Mark 9:33–37 NIV                                                                                                        

They came to Capernaum. When he was in the house, he asked them, “What were 

you arguing about on the road?” But they kept quiet because on the way they had  

argued about who was the greatest. 

Sitting down, Jesus called the Twelve and said, “Anyone who wants to be first must 

be the very last, and the servant of all.” 

He took a little child whom he placed among them. Taking the child in his arms, he 

said to them, “Whoever welcomes one of these little children in my name welcomes 

me; and whoever welcomes me does not welcome me but the one who sent me.” 

Mark 10:13–16 NIV                                                                                                           

People were bringing little children to Jesus for him to place his hands on them, but 

the disciples rebuked them. When Jesus saw this, he was indignant. He said to them, 

“Let the little children come to me, and do not hinder them, for the kingdom of God 

belongs to such as these. Truly I tell you, anyone who will not receive the kingdom of 

God like a little child will never enter it.” And he took the children in his arms, placed 

his hands on them and blessed them. 

John 4:27 NIV                                                                                                                        

Just then his disciples returned and were surprised to find him talking with a woman. 

But no one asked, “What do you want?” or “Why are you talking with her?” 

John 18:10–11 NIV                                                                                                            

Then Simon Peter, who had a sword, drew it and struck the high priest’s servant,           

cutting off his right ear. (The servant’s name was Malchus.)  

Jesus commanded Peter, “Put your sword away! Shall I not drink the cup the Father 

has given me?” 

Philippians 2:5–11 ESV                                                                                                 

Have this mind among yourselves, which is yours in Christ Jesus, who, though he was 

in the form of God, did not count equality with God a thing to be grasped, but             

emptied himself, by taking the form of a servant, being born in the likeness of men. 

And being found in human form, he humbled himself by becoming obedient to the 

point of death, even death on a cross. Therefore God has highly exalted him and be-

stowed on him the name that is above every name, so that at the name of Jesus every 

knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and every tongue                      

confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 

Matthew 26:41 NIV                                                                                                        

Watch and pray so that you will not fall into temptation. The spirit is willing, but the 

flesh is weak. 

 

 

More Than Money by Calvin 

Partain i s available online 

at wmustore.com or by               

contacting WMU Customer 

Service at   

1-800-968-7301      

(Monday-F riday 8:30 A.M. to 

4:00 P.M. cent ral standard tim e) 

or by email:  

customer_service@wmu.org  

http://wmustore.com/
tel:1-800-968-7301
mailto:customer_service@wmu.org


covers chapter 10 of More Than Money.                                                                     

Be faithful with your substance 

Leader guide compiled by Judi Hayes 

Scriptures from Chapter 7 continued  

John 15:1–17 NIV                                                                                                             

I am the true vine, and my Father is the gardener. He cuts off every branch in me 

that bears no fruit, while every branch that does bear fruit he prunes[a] so that it will 

be even more fruitful. You are already clean because of the word I have spoken to 

you. Remain in me, as I also remain in you. No branch can bear fruit by itself; it 

must remain in the vine. Neither can you bear fruit unless you remain in me. 

I am the vine; you are the branches. If you remain in me and I in you, you will bear 

much fruit; apart from me you can do nothing. If you do not remain in me, you are 

like a branch that is thrown away and withers; such branches are picked up, thrown 

into the fire and burned. If you remain in me and my words remain in you, ask 

whatever you wish, and it will be done for you. This is to my Father’s glory, that you 

bear much fruit, showing yourselves to be my disciples. 

As the Father has loved me, so have I loved you. Now remain in my love. If you 

keep my commands, you will remain in my love, just as I have kept my Father’s 

commands and remain in his love. I have told you this so that my joy may be in you 

and that your joy may be complete. My command is this: Love each other as I have 

loved you. Greater love has no one than this: to lay down one’s life for one’s 

friends. You are my friends if you do what I command. I no longer call you                 

servants, because a servant does not know his master’s business. Instead, I have 

called you friends, for everything that I learned from my Father I have made known 

to you. You did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed you so that you 

might go and bear fruit—fruit that will last—and so that whatever you ask in my 

name the Father will give you. This is my command: Love each other. 

Galatians 5:16, 22–23 NIV                                                                                                     

So I say, walk by the Spirit, and you will not gratify the desires of the flesh. . . .But 

the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, forbearance, kindness, goodness,                               

faithfulness, gentleness and self-control. Against such things there is no law. 

John 3:30 ESV                                                                                                                  

He must increase, but I must decrease. 
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