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For the writers of the New Testament, Christians hold two              
positions—resident aliens on earth and citizens of heaven (Phil. 3:20; 
1 Pet. 2:11). The writer of Hebrews names heroes of the faith such as 
Abraham, arguing ultimately that Christians join them in wandering 
the earth while they await their true home: “For [Abraham] was          
looking forward to the city that has foundations, whose designer and 
builder is God” (Heb. 11:10 ESV). Abraham, along with many other 
individuals in Israel’s history, wandered in deserts and mountains, in 
dens and caves of the earth, waiting for the promises of God to be 

fulfilled (Heb. 11:32–38). All these, Hebrews attests, did not receive 
what was promised, “since God had provided something better for 
us” (Heb. 11:40). Consequently, these individuals were never fully at 
home on this earth because they were made for something more. 
Christians share this same reality and must grapple with how to be 
faithful to our heavenly citizenship and our position as resident aliens 
on earth.  

Central to Calvin T. Partain’s explication of faithfulness in our posi-
tions is the understanding that our lives on earth are to honor Christ. 
Partain writes, “Christ needs for you to show them by living a                 
converted life that He is truly excellent.”1 Our position as a citizen of 
heaven and a resident alien on earth involves this reality, which Partain 

highlights: God chose us, He sanctified us through the work of the 
Spirit and the sprinkling of His blood, He caused us to be born again, 
and He saved us.2 This reality finds its ultimate consummation           
somewhere else—in heaven—but we live out this reality on earth.    
Because we are still working out our salvation here on earth (Phil. 
2:12), we would do well to heed the advice of Paul to the Colossians: 
“And whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything in the name of 
the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him” (Col. 
3:17 ESV). The world is watching, and people ought to recognize 
Christ in us by the love we show for one another (cf. John 13:35).  

1Calvin T. Partain, More Than Money: Being God’s Steward of All God’s Given You (Birmingham: New Hope Publishers, 2016), 108.  
2Ibid, 106. 
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This means we take seriously the words of the prophet Jeremiah to 
those exiled in Babylon long ago—seek the welfare of the city (Jer. 
29:4–7). For Christians now and for Judeans then, this means, above 
all else, prayer and respect for those in positions of authority and 
faithful payment of debt (Rom. 13:1–7). We are not to owe anyone 
any debt except to love one another (Rom. 13:8). Consequently,          
faithfulness to our position also involves rendering to Caesar what is 
Caesar’s (Matt. 22:15–22; Mark 12:13–17). We are not to hide from 
the world or from our responsibilities. We are instead to engage          

actively in faithful service to the world in which we live, working at 
our jobs as though we are working for Christ (Eph. 6:5–7) and loving 
those around us, including our enemies (Matt. 5:44; 10:36). With 
God’s help we are to seek their welfare by praying for them and not 
doing them harm.  

Faithful service to the world in which we live also entails faithful  
service to the church, universal and local. Partain reminds us, “When 
we sing, pray, give, testify, teach, and support, we are offering a          
sacrifice to God just as real as those bulls and goats were that were 
offered by an Old Testament priest.”3 Our ministries through our 
jobs, civic engagement, families, and church are ways we demonstrate 
our commitment to God and minister as priests before a holy God. 

Moreover, when we are faithful to the earthly positions we hold by 
offering our love, prayers, and gifts, we testify to an inheritance that 
is ultimately somewhere else. As Peter writes to those who were      
exiled in the first century, “According to his great mercy, he has 
caused us to be born again to a living hope through the resurrection 
of Jesus Christ from the dead, to an inheritance that is imperishable, 
undefiled, and unfading, kept in heaven for you” (1 Pet. 1:3–4 ESV). 
Our faithfulness to our earthly positions is but a small picture of 
God’s ultimate faithfulness to us in the life to come, which remains 
in heaven for us. Therefore, as Hebrews reminds us, in Jesus we have 
a high priest whose ultimate sacrifice can be trusted. This knowledge 
ought to bolster our own confidence about what has been kept in 

heaven for us: “Let us hold fast the confession of our hope without 
wavering, for he who promised is faithful” (Heb. 10:23 ESV).  

Going Deeper 

1. What earthly “positions” do you hold right now? Parent?             
Employee? Friend? How well do you feel you are representing the 
love of Christ in those positions? How can you better express your 
commitment to Christ through these positions?  

3Ibid, 107.  
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