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From cover to cover, the Bible makes one thing abundantly clear—
God is relational. God desires a relationship with us, and God cares 
about our relationships with others, too. The commands to love God 
(Deut. 6:5) and to love neighbor (Lev. 19:18) are built into the fabric 
of the Hebrews’ life with God. This dual command is reinforced by 
Jesus, who acknowledges its centrality within Jewish law and its          
life-giving nature (Luke 10:25–29). And in the high priestly prayer in 
John’s Gospel, Jesus sums up God’s intentions for relationships: 
“That they may be one, as we are one” (John 17:11 NRSV).  

Loving God and others brings life, and unity is at the center of that 
life. It is modeled in the relationship of the Godhead, even at the start 
of the Bible, where the language of the Godhead is even grammatical-
ly plural (cf. Gen. 1:26). While unity is Jesus’s great hope for His   
people, we need look no further than our own lives to see relational 
brokenness. As Calvin T. Partain reminds us, “We are simultaneously 
blessed, challenged, and sometimes wounded by our relationships.”1 

How can we be faithful with our relationships when we are all broken 
people? The Golden Rule is a good place to start: “In everything do 
to others as you would have them do to you; for this is the law and 
the prophets” (Matt. 7:12 NRSV). Using this rule as a guide, we can 
say three things about faithfulness in relationships.  

First, God is to be the cornerstone of all our relationships. This is 
particularly important in families, as the Bible calls for this godly           
heritage to be passed down from generation to generation. Built into 
the fabric of Torah was the command to pass it on in perpetuity: 
“Keep these words that I am commanding you today in your heart. 
Recite them to your children when you are at home and when you are 
away, when you lie down and when you rise” (Deut. 6:6–7 NRSV).     

Second, we are to treat people mercifully. In the story of the good 

Samaritan, Jesus fleshes out what it means to love God and neighbor: 
it means really seeing the person before us. Both the priest and the  
Levite—the good religious leaders of the day—saw a person in need 
and passed him by (Luke 10:31–32). How often have we been too 
busy to stop and look at a person who needs our attention? Likewise, 
how often have we needed someone’s kind words, only to be passed 
by ourselves? We are to nurture relationships by showing mercy. We 
are to be our brother’s keeper, which means we are to watch over and 
out for him (Gen. 4:9). In the words of Paul, when we carry one           
another’s burdens, we fulfill the law of Christ (Gal. 6:2).  

1Calvin T. Partain, More Than Money: Being God’s Steward of All God’s Given You (Birmingham: New Hope Publishers, 2016), 82.  

 



Be Faithful with your Relationships 

By Dr. Noel Forlini Burt,                                                                          

Lecturer in Biblical Studies at Baylor University   

This devotiona l covers chapter 6 of More Than Money. 

Third, when we are wounded by relationships, we are to 
acknowledge that we are all broken people. Consciously or not, we 
hurt others in the same way we have been hurt, and we wound         
others out of our own woundedness. When a relationship is broken, 
we are called to take a posture of humility, examining the log in our 
own eye, looking for the ways we have been part of the problem 
(Matt. 7:1–5). Kindness toward those who have hurt us, or even to 
our enemies, is one way of exercising faithfulness in relationships, of 
doing to others as we would have them do to us.  

None of this is possible, of course, without the love of Christ. We 
are incapable of putting others’ needs ahead of our own and of not 
lashing out when we are angry. We are utterly dependent on the 
mercy and grace of God to help us love others.  

Going Deeper 

1. Whom do I need to stop and “see” today? What person or           
persons are in my path that need the love of God in a special way? 
Whom can I show mercy to today?  

2. What relationship(s) in my life right now are broken and in need 
of God’s grace? Pray for reconciliation and grace to cover a                  
multitude of sins.  


