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This devotiona l covers chapter 5 of More Than Money. 

“Where did the time go?” All of us have probably asked this             
question at one time or another. We sit down for coffee with a 
friend, and the conversation is so engaging we feel like minutes have 
passed instead of hours. Or the workday is so hectic that it seems 
like a whirlwind rather than an eight-hour day. As we grow older, 
many of us may find ourselves marveling that seasons appear to 
pass more quickly each year. While time isn’t actually moving more 
rapidly, we may feel that way because we lead fast-paced lives in a 
fast-paced world. With so many things that demand our attention, 

how do we know what to do with the time we have?  

One thing we can say for certain—if we aren’t vigilant in allocating 
how we spend our time, other people will do it for us. As Calvin T. 
Partain has said, “Wise stewardship of time is traveling to the right 
somewhere.”1 We need God’s perspective because God is eternal, 
and God alone has the proper understanding of time. “From              
everlasting to everlasting, you are God,” we are told in Psalm 90:2 
NRSV.   

 In what is believed to be the oldest psalm in the Bible, the psalmist 
contrasts God’s eternality with human frailty. The psalmist notes 
that from the beginning of time, every generation has found their 
refuge in God (90:1). Before the mountains were formed, or even 
earth itself, God existed (90:2). Even a thousand years passes away 
like morning and evening, or like dew on the grass that withers (90:2
–6). Our whole lives pass before God like a sigh (90:9b), allotted to 
us 70 or 80 years if we are strong (90:10). For this reason the psalm-
ist prays: “So teach us to count our days that we may gain a wise 
heart” (90:12 NRSV).  

The psalmist’s prayer, however, is about more than merely asking 
God to help him use his life wisely. At the heart of the psalmist’s 

prayer is the hope to lived all of life with God: “Satisfy us in the 
morning with your steadfast love, so that we may rejoice and be glad 
all our days” (90:14 NRSV). Being faithful with our time means, 
above all else, acknowledging that if God indwells us, all our time is 
spent in the presence of God. Perhaps we do need to restructure 
how we use our time, setting boundaries on what activity or person 
receives our focus at any given moment. But what matters more, 
perhaps, is reorienting our focus on the God who is with us always. 
Maybe a large part of what is required is that we pay attention.  

1Calvin T. Partain, More Than Money: Being God’s Steward of All God’s Given You (Birmingham: New Hope Publishers, 2016), 70.  
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When the fourteenth-century Christian mystic Julian of Norwich 
looked at a hazelnut that had fallen to the ground one day, she             
realized that God had created it. Such a small object, and such a  
prosaic moment in her day, opened her eyes to the fact that God is 
in all things, and all things are in God. When we understand that all 
of life is lived with God and that God has paid attention to even the                   
smallest details in this life, the distinctions between our secular time 
and sacred time need not contrast so sharply. Our eight hours at 
work are spent in the presence of God when we pray, like the   

psalmist: “Let the favor of the Lord our God be upon us, and          
prosper for us the work of our hands” (90:17 NRSV). If God truly is 
the one in whom we live and move and have our being (Acts 17:28), 
then God is just as present with us in our sleeping and our waking, 
in our  shuffling papers and in our driving home, in our rocking our 
children to sleep and in our bowing our heads to pray.  

Faithful stewardship of our time means when we travel with God, 
we always travel “to the right somewhere.” When we pay attention 
to the God who indwells us, God will begin to help us, in the words 

of Partain, to accept God’s agenda wholeheartedly.2 

Going Deeper 

1.When during your day do you find it most difficult to “travel to the 

right somewhere”? Why do you think that is?   

2.What can you do during the most hectic moments of your day to 
remind yourself that God is with you? What noises need to be               
silenced in order to make space for God?  

3.Ask God to begin to show you how to know God’s agenda for 
your day and to accept it with a whole heart.  

2Ibid, 74.  
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