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This devotiona l covers chapter 4 of More Than Money. 

In the Gospels, Jesus tells a story about a businessman who went on 
a journey and gave each of his servants a certain number of 
“talents” (Matt. 25:14–30; Luke 19:12–27). One servant received 
five talents and doubled them by the time the man returned. The 
second servant received two and also doubled them. The last servant 
received one talent and decided to hide it. When the businessman 
returned from his journey, he praised the first two servants, telling 
them both: “Well done, good and trustworthy slave; you have been 
trustworthy in a few things, I will put you in charge of many things; 

enter into the joy of your master” (Matt. 25:21, 23 NRSV). The 
third, however, received the chastisement of his master, and his one 
opportunity was taken from him. What does this story teach us?  
Exactly this—when we are faithful with our abilities, the church will 
be blessed, Christ will be honored, and we will be rewarded. I have 
found this to be true in my own life. 

Right after I graduated college, our church youth minister asked me, 
totally out of the blue, to teach a Sunday School class. I did not have 
teaching experience, and I knew next to nothing about the Bible. So 
naturally she decided to ask me! I was scared to death but knew 
somehow that I had to do it. As that year progressed, I experienced 
such joy getting to know the students, and I found I loved studying 

the Bible in a deep way. That one small decision changed my whole 
life. I decided to pursue graduate work in biblical studies and now 
work full-time as a university lecturer. Some decisions don’t alter 
our lives that drastically, but every choice to use our abilities requires 
risk of some kind. And, as the story about the talents illustrates, us-
ing the gifts God has given us will bring tremendous joy. My own 
journey with God has taught me the joy in risk-taking.  

On the other hand, Partain tells us that hiding or denying an ability 
is being unfaithful. In the story in the Gospels, the last servant is 
upbraided for his lack of faith. We can all point to instances in our 
lives where our fear has kept us from saying yes to God’s call. If 
we’re honest, our temptation is often to run away or to make           

excuses for why we cannot follow Jesus into the unknown. The 
Gospels provide many examples where Jesus’s invitation is met with 
a polite “no thank you.” And the explanations provided are reasona-
ble: “To another [Jesus] said, ‘Follow me.’ But [the man] responded, 
‘Lord, first let me go and bury my father.’ But Jesus said to him, ‘Let 
the dead bury their own dead; but as for you, go and proclaim the 
kingdom of God.’ Another said, ‘I will follow you, Lord; but let me 
first say farewell to those at my home’” (Luke 9:59–61 NRSV). And 
to another man who had just a little too much baggage to get up and 
follow Jesus, Jesus looked with great love and sorrow (Mark 10:21). 
How human these responses are.  
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And while God’s voice frequently comes in ways that defy common 
sense or convenience, we need look nowhere more extraordinary 
than our own lives to see that God’s voice is trustworthy and true. 
Every call to use our abilities and gifts is a call to follow Jesus. When 
God calls us to follow Him in this way, He will gift us with His  
presence and the ability to serve well. However, if we pursue only 
those things of which we’re certain and confident, we will miss the 
blessing of following God into the unknown. Taking a risk—saying 
yes to something we’re scared to say yes to—is one way we discover 

God’s faithfulness. But this requires that we do the hard thing. This 
requires that we do the thing that scares us.  

Sometimes all God’s call requires is a listening ear. I would have  
never started teaching unless my youth minister listened to God’s 
prompting and affirmed the gift I had hidden in the sand. Sometimes 
we are called to use our gifts, and sometimes we are called to listen 
for the gifts of others as they unfold before us. We can be faithful to 
God in whatever position we find ourselves. And, more importantly, 
our faithfulness will highlight the faithfulness of the God we serve.   

Going Deeper 

1. Can you point to one instance in your life when you listened to 
God’s prompting and used one of your gifts in a new and exciting 
way? Can you point to one instance in your life when you said no 
and regretted it? What have your own experiences taught you about 
yourself and about God?  

2. Who in your life right now has a gift just waiting to be used? How 

can you encourage that person to step out in faith and serve God?  
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