
On the eve of their long-awaited entrance into the promised land, the 
Lord reminded the Israelites: 

When you have eaten your fill and have built fine houses and 

live in them, and when your herds and flocks have multiplied, 
and your silver and gold is multiplied, and all that you have is 

multiplied, then do not exalt yourself, forgetting the LORD 
your God. . . . He made water to flow for you from flint rock, 

and fed you in the wilderness with manna that your ancestors 
did not know, to humble you and to test you, and in the end 

to do you good. Do not say to yourself, “My power and the 
might of my own hand have gotten me this wealth.” But    
remember the LORD your God, for it is he who gives you 

power to get wealth (Deut. 8:12–14, 15–18 NRSV).  

God had promised the land to the Israelites generations before,     
beginning with Abram. From the moment the promise was made, 

those who received the promise met with challenges—namely, current 
tenants who weren’t keen on leaving such prime real estate. Neverthe-

less, Abram and Sarai did the only real, true thing that happens in any 
life—they set out on a journey with God. And all of it was grace, from 

the first syllable of the invitation (Gen. 12:1–3), to their own bemused 
obedience (Gen. 18:9–15), to the final, triumphant entrance into           

Canaan centuries later (cf. Joshua and Judges).  

Built into the long and storied relationship between God and the         

Israelites was the understanding that the land belonged to God: “For 
the land is mine; with me you are but aliens and tenants” (Lev. 25:23 

NRSV). For this reason every aspect of how the Israelites treated not 
only the land itself but also those with whom they shared the land 

mattered to God. Throughout the land they held, the Israelites were to 
provide for the redemption of that land (Lev. 25:24). This included 

allowing the land to lay fallow for a year so it too could experience 
Sabbath, to invite the poor to glean the excess, and even to ensure for 

family members that they didn’t lose their property during hard times.  

By the time Moses delivered his final homilies to the Israelites in the 

Book of Deuteronomy, as a family the Israelites had indeed known 
hard times. Yet God had also laid a foundation of his own faithful-

ness. Through 40 years of wilderness wandering, the clothes on their 
backs did not wear out, and their feet did not swell (Deut. 8:4). As 

God led through an arid wasteland with snakes and scorpions, He 
provided water from the flint rock. He fed them with manna to           

humble them, to test them, and—in the end—to do them good   
(Deut. 8:15–16).  
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Through seasons of scarcity and seasons of plenty, all of life is in God’s 
hands. He is the ultimate faithful steward, and knowing the faithfulness 

of God builds a foundation for our own faithful stewardship. God has 
entrusted to us everything that is in our care, and our love for God and 

for others should compel us to live rightly. Stewardship is gratitude for 
the love God has shown us. Therefore, the decisions we make about our 

finances, bodies, minds, abilities, time, relationships, substance,                  
positions, and how we share the gospel are all a response to God’s                

faithfulness.  

Going Deeper  

1. How would you define stewardship?  

2. Review the main ideas in Partain’s first chapter: A faithful steward 
believes God owns everything. God is the owner of everything by 
right of redemption. A faithful steward has meaningful purpose and 
fellowship with God. And faithful stewardship is a major key to being 
prepared for Jesus’s return. What is the most meaningful aspect of 
this chapter for you?   

3. Read Deuteronomy 8 and think about both the times of scarcity 
and the times of plenty in your own life. In what specific ways did 
you see God’s faithfulness during these times? How does knowing 
your own story compel you to be a faithful steward of all that has 
been entrusted to you?  
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